The year just ended lias been in many respects a very conspicuous one politically. In particularly on the subject of cataract. This restoration of vision, besides being a brilliant triumph of curative art, is calculated specially to commend our practice to the natives of this country and so extend the rational practice of medicine all round. We therefore regard this evidence of a more general and extensive resort to ophthalmic surgery with peculiar satisfaction. The success of Surgeon R. C. Sanders as an operative surgeon has attracted the notice of Government, and earned for him a special and well deserved acknowledgment. Another subject which has received attention is the practice of aspiration, more especially in liver abscess. In the hands of the late Surgeon-Major Gayer this practice gave excellent results in cases of effusion into the knee joint. Surgeon-Major Birch was unsuccessful in his application of the instrument to abscesses of the liver, but we incline to think that of all methods of emptying a liver abscess this is the best, unless appliances are at hand for antiseptic incision and drainage. We would not however go so far as Surgeon Roy and puncture the liver on a mere suspicion of abscess, and it is proper to remember that aspiration should be performed with antiseptic precautions, to prevent the access of putrefactive germs into the abscess cavity. The 
